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Coalition welcomes end to 
Government's Mako mess  

The long overdue approval of legislation to overturn the Rudd Labor Government's 
ban on Mako Sharks has been passed in the Senate tonight with the support of the 
Federal Coalition. 

Federal Coalition spokesman for Fisheries, Senator Richard Colbeck said this brings 
an end to an unnecessary mess brought about by Environment Minister Peter 
Garrett's complete failure to consult the recreational fishers of Australia. 

"Recreational fishers, particularly game fishers, charter boat operators and regional 
businesses reliant on their trade will breathe a sigh of relief with the passing of this 
legislation," Senator Colbeck said. 

In December, recreational fishers were made aware of a plan by Minister Garrett to 
ban the fishing of popular game fish, the mako and porbeagle sharks, under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act from 29 January. 

This came about due to international action on threatened stocks particularly in the 
Mediterranean and North Atlantic Ocean, but there was no scientific evidence or 
data suggesting low stocks in or around Australian waters. 

A massive effort by thousands of recreational fishers, in conjunction with the Federal 
Coalition, saw a grassroots campaign eventually force a backdown by Minister 
Garrett in January.  

"This whole saga is symbolic of Labor's attitude to the recreational fishing sector. 
Over the past two and half years, Labor has: 

 stripped the national peak body, Recfish, of all of its funding; 

 threatened massive new no-take marine parks around Australia; 

 allowed fringe environmental groups to unilaterally influence policy; and 

 the Fisheries Minister makes the fishing sector only his third or even fourth 
priority in his list of four portfolios. 

"Unlike Labor, the recreational fishing sector and its many millions of participants can 
be assured they will be listened to by a Coalition Government. 



 

 

"We will not place bans on fishing without very strong reason and, even then, not 
before genuine consultation. 

"The Coalition will give recreational fishing the respect and recognition it fully 
deserves as a contributor to the environment, to healthy lifestyles and to the nation's 
economy." 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Patrick Clancy 

Office of Senator Richard Colbeck 

Senator for Tasmania | Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry 

Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for Industry, Innovation, Science & Research 

Devonport - Tasmania  03 6424 5960 |  (m) +61 402 641 170 |  03 6423 5244 | 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER 

The information in this transmission may be confidential and/or protected by legal professional privilege, and is intended only for the person or 
persons to whom it is addressed. If you are not such a person, you are warned that any disclosure, copying or dissemination of the information is 
unauthorised. If you have received the transmission in error, please immediately contact this office by telephone, fax or email, to inform us of the 
error and to enable arrangements to be made for the destruction of the transmission, or its return at our cost. No liability is accepted for any 
unauthorised use of the information contained in this transmission. If the transmission contains advice, the advice is based on instructions in 
relation to, and is provided to the addressee in connection with, the matter mentioned above. Responsibility is not accepted for reliance upon it by 
any other person or for any other purpose. 

 


